i

ECOLOGY

Distribution & Range: Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Cambodiq, Ching, Indig, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, and Viet Nam. Asian elephants
have large home ranges to find food and
water

Habitat: Grassland, tropical evergreen forest,
semi-evergreen forest, moist deciduous
forest, and dry deciduous forest

Diet: Generalist, hind-gut fermenters that eat
a large variety of plants that varies
depending on season and availability

CONSERVATION

Conservation status: Endangered
Major Threats: Residential/commerciall
development, mining, agriculture,
transportation/service corridors, hunting,
logging, dams/water management,
fireffire suppression, invasive
species/genes/diseases, climate
change/severe weather, and retaliation
from human/elephant conflicts
Conservation Action: Research and
monitoring, habitat protection,
education, human/elephant conflict
monitoring and management, and
populations management

ACTIVITY & SOCIAL
TRAITS

Social Structure: Live in matrilinial clans,
with adult females and juveniles of either
sex. Bulls are primarily solitary but can
form bachelor groups.

Activity: Typically diurnal; spend 14-19
hours a day feeding, and most of the
rest of their time is spent travelling.
Reproduction: Bulls fight to gain access
to females; males will go off on their own
again after breeding occurs

Gestation: 18-22 months

Number of offspring: 1 or occasionally 2
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Species Protection Status in Laos: Prohibition Category 1*

*Protection Category I Rare, near extinct, high-value species of special
importance in the development of social-economic, environmental,
educational scientific research. It is prohibited to hunt this species

anywhere and at any time in Laos

PHYSICAL TRAITS

Family: Elephantidae: a large
mammal with a trunk (the only
other species in this family is
the mammoths)

Weight: 2750-5420 kg
Appearance: Large and grey
with a “proboscis” or trunk, and
ears that are small relative to
the head. Male elephants have
tusks >
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