“ SOUTHERN
CHEEKED

ECOLOGY

Distribution & Range: Lao PDR and
Viet Nam; endemic to the Annamite
Mountains

Habitat: Broadleaf evergreen forest,
and both limestone and non-
limestone forests

Diet: Frugivorous; eat mainly fruit
with some leaves and insects

CONSERVATION

Conservation status:
Critically Endangered

Major Threats: Targeted hunting for
local consumption or for national
and international trade (for
traditional medicine, bush meat,
and the pet trade), and habitat loss
Conservation Action:
Research and monitoring,
habitat protection, and
education

ACTIVITY & SOCIAL
TRAITS

Social Structure: Unknown
Activity: Arboreal and diurnal;
spend their time resting,
travelling, feeding, and singing
Reproduction: Most likely form
monogomous pair bonds
Gestation: Most likely 200-212
days

Number of offspring: Most
likely 1
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CLASS Mammalia
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ORDER Primates
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Species Protection Status in Laos: Prohibition Category 1*

*Protection Category I Rare, near extinct, high-value species of special
importance in the development of social-economic, environmental,
educational scientific research. It is prohibited to hunt this species

anywhere and at any time in Laos

PHYSICAL TRAITS

Family: Hylobatidae: a lesser
ape, or “gibbon”

Weight: 7-9 kg

Appearance: Males are black
with white around their mouths,
and females are tan with a black
crown on their heads and white
around their faces. They have
very long arms and lack a tail
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